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GOVERNOR CALLS FOR ACTION ON 
COASTAL AND OCEAN PROTECTION 

New actions call for public-private partnerships to address Governance, Economics and 
Funding, Research, Education and Technology Development, and Stewardship 

 
 

California Resources Secretary Mike Chrisman and Environmental Protection Agency Secretary   
Terry Tamminen today announced Governor Schwarzenegger’s new action plan for California ocean 
protection and management. Details of the plan are included in the Governor’s comment letter 
responding to the U.S. Commission on Ocean Policy’s Preliminary Report urging a new, coordinated, 
and comprehensive national ocean policy.   
 
“It’s my pleasure to join with Secretary Tamminen to release Governor Schwarzenegger’s comments 
to the U.S. Commission on Ocean Policy,” said Secretary Chrisman  
 
 “Today the Governor called on the California Resources Agency and Cal/EPA to develop a plan of 
action for ocean and coastal management in California that builds on our legacy of leadership. The 
Governor has directed that this plan be on his desk within 90 days,” said Secretary Tamminen. 
 
The U.S. Commission on Ocean Policy’s Preliminary Report followed an extensive analysis, including 
15 national meetings and field site visits throughout the country. The report identifies 15 departments 
and agencies, 60 congressional committees, and more than 140 statutes that influence ocean policy. 
The fragmentation, duplication and inefficiency identified resulted in the development of almost 200 
recommendations in the Preliminary Report.   
 
“Ocean management is important for California because our ports serve as the gateway to the Pacific 
Rim, our world famous beaches are international attractions, and our marine resources are stressed, but 
remain spectacular,” said Chrisman.  “The health of our ocean resources and the economy they support 
benefits not only California, but also significantly contributes to national and international economies 
as well.” 
 
“This is the first such national analysis of ocean policy to be conducted in over 30 years.  Obviously, 
this type of national focus does not occur often, so we must seize this opportunity to make 
improvements both here in California and nationally,” Tamminen said. “It is appropriate that we are 
able to make this announcement this morning on the campus of the Scripps Institution of 
Oceanography, one of the world’s leading oceanographic institutions.”   
 



 
 
 
Governor’s Call To Action 
The Governor’s comments urge actions both in California and nationally. The California 
implementation plan, called for by the Governor for completion in 90 days, will identify new actions 
that can be taken by this Administration, the Legislature, or by partners in industry, academia, public 
interest groups, and philanthropic interests to improve ocean and coastal management.  It will address 
actions that can be taken to improve Governance, Economics and Funding, Research, Education and 
Technology Development, and Stewardship. 

 
Summary of Governor’s Comments On the Report – National Plan 
The Governor’s national call to action focuses on the implementation of the majority of the themes and 
findings of the U.S. Commission report.  His comments are centered on the four themes of 
Governance, Economics, Research, and Stewardship.   
 
Governance: 
The Governor agrees with the report findings regarding the fragmentation of federal agencies with 
ocean management responsibilities. The Governor supports the call to action at the national level and 
the creation of a National Ocean Council, the appointment of an assistant to the President to chair the 
Council, and the creation of a Presidential Council of Advisors on Ocean Policy to help coordinate 
these agencies.  However, the Governor also recommends that a new national ocean policy act should 
be enacted to clearly define an ocean policy for this nation. Coastal States must be actively included in 
decision-making and management at the national level and should be represented on National Ocean 
Council if created. 
 
Economics and Funding 
The Governor agrees that the coast is a major contributor to the national economic well being and that 
contribution is not adequately documented by the federal government.  The report recognizes the need 
to identify the economic contribution of the ocean, but it is not a prominent recommendation in the 
report – it should be.  The Governor supports the establishment of a national ocean policy trust fund, 
but opposes any funding arrangement that would provide incentives for more offshore oil and gas 
development. 
 
Research, Education, and Technology Development 
The Governor agrees that research, monitoring, education, and technology development in the ocean 
has not kept pace with our ocean management needs.  He agrees that the U.S. needs a new 
commitment and to double the funding for these activities.  He is specifically supportive of the 
development of an integrated ocean observation system as California is currently a leader in this effort. 
 
Stewardship 
The Governor agrees with the findings of the U.S. Commission that we need to manage ocean 
ecosystems instead of single species.  The emphasis in the report on regional management approaches 
will help us achieve this.  California is a leader in eco-system management and many of its programs 
to address watersheds, fisheries, and shoreline processes could serve as national examples.   
 
The Governor's Letter to the U. S. Commission on Ocean Policy and Comments from the State of 
California are available on the California Resources Agency web site at: http://www.resources.ca.gov 




